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A series of 5 documentary films about Israeli women writers

“A

Room of Your Own- Women Writers” is a series about women who devote their lives to writing. Women for whom the
pen, paper and text are the center of their worlds. Whether they are poets or authors, writing is the essence of their lives, and stems
from an existential necessity.
In 1929, English author Virgina Woolf wrote in her book “A Room of One’s Own: “A woman must have money and a room of her own
if she is to write fiction.” It is remarkable that these words that were written 80 years ago are still relevant today.
Each episode in the series is dedicated to one woman and represents a day in her life, in her natural surroundings, a “room of her
own” - with its desk, the individuals that surround her, her routine habits; and through these, the thoughts and distinctiveness that
characterize her as a writer and how writing motivates her life. The series is not only based on interviews but paints the portraits
of the women’s daily routine: at work, with family and children, or with close friends. Thus the creative process of each unfolds:
some begin the labor of writing early in the morning and work for the same, defined number of hours each day. Others begin to live
their lives in the afternoon, into the wee hours of the night. Through the daily routine the series deciphers why writing is their entire
world, and what is the shared relation between the text they write, and life. The series thus aspires to depict the image of the
woman beyond the text.
In one of her stories, Orly Castel-Bloom wrote: “I live on paper”. This sentence, which reflects her profound need to write but at
the same time was said in irony, hinting at the unreal aspect of women’s lives, who supposedly live “on paper” alone, represents
the objective of the series - to show the writers’ dedication to their work, but at the same time to emphasize the realness of their
lives and their meaning. The series portrays women who live not only “on paper” but off it as well.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
Almost 80 years after British author Virginia Woolf declared that a woman who wants to write needs money and a room of her own,
two Israeli filmmakers set out to explore whether anything has changed since. The documentary series they have produced, "A Room
of Her Own: Women Writers in Hebrew, directed and filmed by Ruth Walk, produced and edited by Yael Perlov), follows the daily
routine of five female writers. The camera zooms in on the room, desk, laptop or typewriter of Ida Fink, Orly Castel-Bloom, Agi
Mishol' Sarah Shilo , and Emunah Yaron (Agnon's daughter), In their modest homes. The "stars" of the series do not always have a
room of their own.
Ruta Kopfer, Ha’Aretz Daily Newspaper, 2008.
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Orly Castel Blum
Not Far From The Center of The City
52 minutes. Hebrew, English subtitles

O

rly Castel Blum began to write 2 days after her father's death. "I was studying cinema. They threw me out of school claiming I was
odd. By doing they ruined and changed and saved my life. I took it hard. At the age of 23 I was kicked out, I married quickly, gave birth
quickly, my father died quickly, and I began to write. It was a refuge from reality.
“New young prose”. “All is told as if ‘by the way’, with the smallest, the most second-hand words".. " Her stories are ruled by perfect
literary integrity, by an uncompromising artistic honesty” - words of the critics.
Today Orly Castel Blum tries to set her aims: stop worrying about money, finish her book, move to a place with a garden in the heart of
the city. “What does writing mean to you?” “Hard drugs, the hardest of all, absolute rescue, a cure. Expression by means of a talent
which I received as a gift, surely a genetic one.

“The film has a style, mainly it was well thought out, providing it the volume of a personal and unique piece of work. Hence, it is
compatible with the image of the writer who is at its core. Fortunate is the living writer who was granted a cinematic documentary
portrait such as this.”
Uri Klein, Ha’Aretz, 2007

“... The encounter with a favorite author, what is known as “an encounter in slippers”, is generally accompanied with some discontent.
In Ruth Walk and Yael Perlov’s film: “Not Far from the Center of Town”, I did not experience such discontentment, as if the film was a
direct, natural continuation of films...”
Keren Dotan, Ynet, 2007
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Ida Fink
The Garden That Floated Away
54 minutes. Hebrew, Polish. English/French subtitles

T

he film The “Garden that Floated Away” is about Ida Fink, one of Israel's greatest living authors who writes in Polish and
has been widely translated. In her clear, distilled language, her books tell about the years of the Holocaust, touching upon its
horror yet never relinquishing refinement and beauty.
The film is inspired by Ida’s extremely modest way of life. Among other things it covers her moving from the house she has lived
in and worked for 45 years into a new neighborhood, a new future - to live with her sister, for the first time after the war, when
they wandered and survived together.

FESTIVALS:
“Cinema and Literature”: FAMAFEST International Film Festival - Portugal 2007
Special Ida Fink Event/Screening: Paris Book Fair - France 2008
International Women Film Festival Rehovot - Israel 2006
Israeli Film Festival, Paris - France 2006
Haifa International Film Festival - Israel 2005

The film “The Garden that Floated Away” is a compilation of rare moments of wisdom and soul in the strength of a character, so much
so, that even when she selects a scarf or lipstick, the result on screen is virtually poetic...”
Ran Bin Nun, IBA Reshet Bet, 2008
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Agi Mishol
Things Happen
52 minutes. Hebrew, English subtitles

F

or the past 30 years, Agi Mishol has been living in Kfar Mordechai, a village located near Gedera. She describes it as “the
most natural place for me to be”. Now they are packing figs and pomegranates in her yard. She gets up at 8-9, the hours she
writes, when her Alpha waves are still somewhat in a dream, at which time the poem emerges. The time it takes to drink a
cup of coffee. She sits in the kitchen and writes on a piece of paper.
She has three dogs - Vashti, Arthur and Libby. Six cats, rabbits and a duck. A fleet of animals. “I don’t travel abroad because
of them, I am responsible for them”.
She remembers by heart every poem she ever wrote:
I woke up on the wrong side of the bed.
I haven't been properly developed,
I was supposed to be shiny
and I turned out matte.
“Agi Mishol undoubtedly belongs to the dynasty of great Hebrew poets - Lea Goldberg, Dalia Rabikovich and Yona Wallach”,
wrote Dan Meron.
Agi Mishol published eleven books to date. ‘I was able to connect earth to sky in one stride’ she wrote in one of her poems.
Thus the film attempts to connect her down to earth, sensual Israeli-local world to her metaphysical ethereal world.
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Emuna Yaron
Chapters of My Life
27 minutes. Hebrew, English subtitles

I

n 1970, after the death of her father, Nobel prize-winning author S. Y. Agnon, Emuna Yaron realized that she had been
entrusted with a mission: to publish all of her father’s handwritten manuscripts, which had been hidden away. She devoted her
life to his oeuvre, publishing 15 volumes, which have since been translated to 38 languages. Only when this work was completed,
at the age of 81, did she find the time for her own writing. In the film, where she is seen proofing her book "Chapters of My
Life", Emuna reveals previously unknown details about Agnon. The look of her blue eyes, reminiscent of her father's eyes,
accompanies this special father-daughter story.

Less sensitive hands would have turned “Emunah Yaron: Chapters of My Life”, into a PR ad, with the publication of her first book at
the age of 83, but the team of filmmakers astutely created from the encounter with her a subtle family portrait, without spoon feeding
the viewer.
Yedioth Aharonot / Yaron Ten Brink, 2008
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Sara Shilo
No Gnomes Will Appear
54 minutes. Hebrew. English subtitles

“R

eality takes shape in my story while I am writing, it guides the story. I am very scattered when I write. My work is
“unconscious”. When I try.. ”I have no idea what I’m doing”.. I don’t know more than I know. You’re within something, the
characters take you, you don’t know where. And I didn’t know so many things. I wrote letters to the characters “Where are you,
where did you go”? The characters guided me.”

Sara Shilo lives in Kfar Vradim. Maalot is right in front of her, where she lived for 16 years. She has four children. She lives
between “below and above”. Below is where the family is, where she loves to be a “homemaker”. Above - the writing. Most
of her life she was a kindergarten teacher in Maalot. She didn’t go to university because of an attention deficit disorder. And
because of that same disorder, she cannot think in terms of a plot. Instead of writing in sequence she writes in fragments. About
“holes”: A hole in the ground created by a Katyusha missile, an underground bomb shelter, a hole left by her father’s death.
After years of writing in loneliness and anonymity, she is having a hard time accepting the success and exposure. Only now is
she beginning to understand and is asking herself how to go on?
“The knowledge that you touched a chord. The power of words. Pains I can create in people with words.”
The film accompanies her at this critical point in her life as a writer.

It has been a long time since I saw a film about a writer that conveys with such precision and depth the feeling that writing is life
itself as in Ruth Walk’s film about the author Sara Shilo. Sara Shilo is, in my opinion, one of the best authors who currently write
in Hebrew, and Walk’s film wondrously depicts her complexity as a person and a writer.
David Grossman

The achievements of womenís writing in Hebrew rank among the unquestionable triumphs of Israeli feminism. From a (culturally
speaking) atypical starting point of almost total exclusion from Hebrew language and literature, Israeli women writers have been
able to ascend to a prominent position in the Hebrew literature of the last two decades. In the space of less than fifty years, Israeli
literature has undergone a profound process of change, in which women played an important role.
Lily Rattok, Jewish Women's Archive, 2010
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